DENVER, Nov. 25 (UPI)— Two for- 
mer top lieutenants of the Guru Ma- 
haraj Ji’s Divine Light Mission have 
warned the estimated 15.000 American 
—followers of the 19-year-old spiritual 
leader they risk a plight similar to 
■v that of devotees of the Rev. Jim Jones 
in Guyana. 

Robert Mishler, who served as Ma- 
vi 'haraj Ji’s personal secretary and pres- 
ident of the mission for six years, and 
.John Hand Jr., former vice president 
of the organization, said Friday the 
: i guru had displayed behavior patterns 
similar to those of Jones. 

“After seeing the similarities of be- 
havior of Jones are so strikingly like 
Maharaj Ji’s, it’s possible something 


like what happened in Guyana could 
come about as a result of him bein|| 
threatened,” Hand said. 

“He has two types of follower's — the 
ones who have to be told to do some- 
thing and those who would respond tb 
just wishful thinking. Those are the 
ones I’m concerned about.” 

The death toll at the Guyana settle- 
ment of Jonestown, which was 
founded last year by Jones, leader of 
the Peoples Temple, is now put at 
around 900. The victims were either 
shot or poisoned by a drink laced with 
cyanide. 

Mishler, who resigned from the mis- 
sion last year, said he and Hand de- 
cided to denounce the guru because 

' ' I. 


they were jarred by the deaths in Gu- 
yana and feared for the lives of mis- 
sion members, nearly a million of 
them in India. 

“We feel a degree of guilt for con- . 
tributing to turning him loose in the 
United States,” said Mishler and 
Hand, who were instrumental in set- 
ting up the mission in the United 
States in 1971. “Our hope is that the 
families of these followers will try to 
exert pressure to save them.” The two 
men said Maharaj Ji had spoken fre- 
quently of building a city similar to 
Jonestown and was infatuated by 
weapons and gangsters. 

“He fantasized about building such 
a city,” Hand said, “and there is evi- 


dence everywhere he is capable of do- 
ing it. 

-The mission has an estimated worth 
of $5 million, they said. 

A spokesman for the mission, head- 
quartered in Denver, was not avail- 
able for comment. 

Mishler and Hand, two of about 15 
members who saw the guru’s private 
behavior, said Maharaj Ji was excited 
by the crime underworld and, after 
viewing the movie “The Godfather,” 
formed a security unit called the 
“World Peace Corps.” 

The two former mission officials 
said Maharaj Ji’s private behavior in- 
cluded physical and sexual assaults on 
followers. 



